Metastatic renal cell carcinoma simulating glomus jugulare tumor.
A 59-year-old man presented with jugular foramen syndrome caused by a mass with roentgenographic and histologic features highly suggestive of a glomus jugulare tumor. However, electron microscopic examination of the surgical specimen revealed features diagnostic of a previously unsuspected renal cell carcinoma. Because primary tumors of the glomus jugulare and metastatic renal cell carcinoma may present with the same clinical and roentgenographic findings and look similar histologically, careful electron microscopic examination of the tumor and urologic screening should be performed in suspected cases of glomus jugulare tumors.